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Different
faiths to

gather at

Taolst
festivity

20th anniversary will also see
Taoist priest, Christian pastor
sing duet in symbolic gesture

I By YeN FenG

WHEN a Taoist priest and a Christian pastor per-
form a karaoke duet, what song will they sing?
This may sound like a joke, but it is going to hap-
pen on Friday, and — coming in a year when a pair
of senior pastors from two megachurches were sep-

“We had some misunderstanding
before, but the issues have been
resolved. Now we are friends.”

Taoist Federation chairman Tan Thiam Lye

(above), on two pastors mocking Taoist beliefs
earlier this year.

“We starte_d out as strangers; now
we're singing a love song together.”
Mr Matthew Kang (left), who heads the

20,000-member New Creation Church and who
will be singing a duet with Mr Tan.

Listeners stay loyal to
SPH’s 91.3F\Mburvey

MOST English-language radio sta-
tions here have recorded declines over
the two periods their listenership was
tracked this year, but Singapore Press
Holdings’ (SPH) 91.3FM largely held
its ground.

The station, which offers a diet of
news and pop music, cornered 7.3 per
cent of the market of 3.85 million
adults in September to October, or
about 281,500 listeners, according to
the Nielsen Radio Diary survey.

This was only a shade lower than
the 7.5 per cent recorded for the
March to April period, the other time
in the year Nielsen tracks listenership
figures.

With this, the station has pipped
MediaCorp’s 938Live to become the
fourth largest English-language sta-
tion here. Pop station Class 95, rock
station 987FM and classic-hits sta-
tion Gold 90.5FM hold the top three
spots among English channels.

Top-ranked Class 95, which com-
manded about a fifth of the adult Eng-
lish-language market in March to
April, suffered a 5.3 percentage point
drop in listenership in September to
October. This was the largest dip in
its history.

Its lower reach of 17.4 per cent in
September to October translated to a
loss of about 200,000 listeners, bring-
ing its current listenership to about
671,000. English-language station

987FM clocked a 1.5 percentage point
dip in the same period, bringing its
total listenership to about 9.4 per
cent, or about 362,000.

Chinese-language radio stations all
picked up listeners between the two
periods covered in the same survey,
which polled 2,000 Singaporean
adults aged 15 and above.

MediaCorp’s YES 933 was the top
Chinese-language station, although
Capital 95.8FM, a MediaCorp infotain-
ment station, recorded the largest
growth of 3 percentage points, from a
17.5 per cent reach in March to April
to a 20.5 per cent reach in September
to October.

SPH’s Radio 100.3, another info-
tainment station that caters to listen-
ers aged 20 to 49, was ranked second
in terms of growth, with a 2.7 percent-
age point jump from a 6.5 per cent
reach in March to April to 9.2 per cent
reach in September to October.

This worked out to 100,000 more
listeners, bringing its total number of
listeners to about 355,000.

Mr Patrick Daniel, editor-in-chief
of SPH’s English and Malay Newspa-
pers Division and chairman of SPH
UnionWorks, the group’s radio unit,
said: “SPH’s radio stations have made
steady progress for several years now.
We have a great line-up of DJs and
this is why we have done so well in
our listenership numbers.”

arately caught mocking central tenets of Taoism —
it will be a symbolic mending of fences.

The occasion for the get-together is the Taoist
Federation’s 20th anniversary. To be held at the
Singapore Expo, the gala will bring together 2,500
representatives of local and regional religious or-
ganisations, including faith leaders and political of-
ficials from China, Taiwan and Malaysia.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong is expected to
deliver a speech.

In the run-up to the event, the chatter has been
less about the VIPs on the guest list than about the
leaders of the two independent churches, Light-
house Evangelism and New Creation Church.

Taoist Federation chairman Tan Thiam Lye said
at a briefing for the event yesterday: “We had
some misunderstanding before, but the issues have
been resolved. Now we are friends.”

He is also the president of the Inter-Religious
Organisation (IRO), which has teamed up with the
federation and other religious bodies to organise
the dinner.

Earlier this year, Mr Rony Tan of Lighthouse
Evangelism and Mr Mark Ng of New Creation
Church embarrassed their congregations when
their videotaped remarks were posted online. The
clips drew flak from Taoist followers, and the pair
swiftly apologised.

Mr Matthew Kang, who heads the 20,000-mem-
ber New Creation Church, said about 12 senior offi-
cials of the church, including Mr Ng, will be at the
Taoist celebration.

Lighthouse Evangelism’s Rony Tan, however,
will not be there. Other pastors will go in his place,
said a spokesman.

Christianity will also be represented at the
event by officials from City Harvest Church, Kam-
pong Kapor Methodist Church and the National
Council of Churches (Singapore).

Sister Theresa Seow, the IRO’s honorary secre-
tary, said that, with the divisions within Christiani-
ty well known, the dinner may inspire warmer feel-
ings not only between the different faiths but also
within the Christian faith.

The Catholic nun said: “I've been in the IRO for
16 years, but we've not really been able to get the
Christian family together.”

As a sign, perhaps, of this new inclusivity, an
18m-long table has been built so the country’s top
religious leaders can have more “face-to-face”
time, said the Taoist Federation’s Mr Tan.

One group giving the party a miss will be local
Jews, who observe their Sabbath from Friday
evening and traditionally spend the time with fami-
ly members.

The duet, to be performed by New Creation
Church’s Mr Kang and Taoist chief Mr Tan, will be
the Hokkien ditty of love and kinship Jit Lang Jit
Puah, or One Half For Each [Friend].

Mr Kang said: “We're extremely happy for this
opportunity — within the year of the incident — to
be involved.

“The incident, to us, is history. We started out
as strangers; now we’re singing a love song togeth-
er.”
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